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WELFARE REFORM: MORE COORDINATED FEDERAL EFFORT COULD
HELP STATES AND LOCALITIES MOVE TANF RECIPIENTS WITH
IMPAIRMENTS TOWARD EMPLOYME (PAPERBACK)

Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996
significantly changed federal welfare policy for low-income families with children. The act eliminated eligible
families legal entitlement to cash assistance and created Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block
grants to states. TANF emphasizes the importance of work and personal responsibility rather than dependence
on government benefits. To avoid financial penalties, states must demonstrate yearly that an ever-increasing
proportion of adults receiving TANF are working or engaged in work-related activities. The U.S. Census Bureau
s Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) for 1999 show that 44 percent of TANF recipients
nationwide had physical or mental impairments, a proportion almost three times as high as among adults in
the non-TANF population. The percentages of TANF adults with impairments from 1994 can not be compared to
later years because Census broadened its measurements of mental impairments starting with its 1997 SIPP
data. Most of the counties that screen for impairments rely on recipients self-disclosure, which may not ensure
the identification of some impairments that could interfere with employment. Still, for the one-third of counties
that reported service data, fewer than half of recipients with impairments were receiving services to move them
toward employment. This situation may be explained by the fact that many recipients were exempted from
program work requirements. Federal agencies, including the Departments of Health and Human Services,
Labor, and Education, have many research and technical assistance initiatives underway to facilitate state and
local efforts to help TANF recipients with impairments become employed.
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