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Government: And the Representation of Capital Into the United States, as Safeguards Against Communism and
Disunion If any practical English or American statesman were asked to-day to point out the chief diEerence
between the Constitution of England and that of the United States, he would probably say that it consists in the
fact that in the United States, and in each of them, the executive branch of the government is elected for a fixed
term of oEice, and during that term is independent of the legislative branch; while in England the real executive
branch of the government, to-wit: the cabinet, is elected for no fixed term, and resigns either upon an adverse
vote of the House of Commons, or if it calls for a popular election to test the stability of the existing House of
Commons, and is beaten at the polls, then it resigns in obedience to an adverse vote of the people. In this
respect, the English executive - regarding the Queen or King, of course, as a figurehead, - is flexible, and may be
changed in a day, or, at most, in a month; while the American executive is inflexible, and when once elected,
can not, except by impeachment for high crimes or misdemeanors, be changed in less than four years. Our
legislatures, also, are inflexible, whether they represent faithfully the will of the people or not; while the English,
Canadian and Australian legislatures are more flexible, since it is in the power of the executive in each of those
countries to dissolve the legislature at any moment, and test, by a new election, whether...
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