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book: erudite, engaged, candid and blissfully poetic. PROLOGUE: The author visits a bizarre Stalin theme park
culminating in the eery viewing of Stalins death maskSHASHLIK, TAMADA, SUPRAThe author visits Khaketi,
where she is introduced to the tamada culture of exaggerated hospitality; a point-of-honour hospitality. During
a marathon toasting session at dinner she realizes It is a kind of aggression. When they did not know you well,
they filled your glass and filled it again and carefully watched how you drank it This was the Georgian way,
friend or enemy with nothing in between. History was lost in tradition, drinking a way of remembering and
forgetting at the same time. SHUKIThe frustration of living with unpredictable power and water supplies during
extremely cold winters; the heat andor electricity is often turned off due to reasons ranging from sabotage,
corruption, non-payment, theft, black clan economics, and incompetence. Nevertheless this leads to a
particular happiness when the light does come on. The author discovers the heavenly comfort of public baths.
Times were difficult; people had very little money. A lot of...
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