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Customer Service! Summary: Praise for Ilustrado "Winner of the 2008 Man Asian Literary Prize while still in
manuscript form, Ilustrado is a hip and secure first novel about the urgency of art and regret. Confident and
quirky, with passages that recall early Phillip Roth and a structure not unlike the best M. Night Shyamalan films,
the book actively seeks to provoke its audience with bathroom humor and sexist stabs at superficial
melodrama. Such scenes are bookended by passages of profundity that somehow manage to always say
something about life as well as literature." Roberto Ontiveros, The Dallas Morning News "Ambitious . . . In a
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tracing of 150 years of Philippine history, but it's considerably more than that . . . Spiced with surprises and
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Bonner, The New York Times Book Review "A dazzling and virtuosic adventure in reading . . . The narrative is
organised with immense confidence and skill . . . The author's post-modernist bag of tricks also contains a
whip-crack narrative skill that's as reminiscent of Dickens as it is of Roberto Bolao . . . There's a capaciousness
that makes the book richly attractive to wander into . . . [This] novel . . . fizzes with the eJervescence a large
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by greatness ....
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