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manuscript form, llustrado is a hip and secure first novel about the urgency of art and regret. Confident and
quirky, with passages that recall early Phillip Roth and a structure not unlike the best M. Night Shyamalan films,
the book actively seeks to provoke its audience with bathroom humor and sexist stabs at superficial
melodrama. Such scenes are bookended by passages of profundity that somehow manage to always say
something about life as well as literature." Roberto Ontiveros, The Dallas Morning News "Ambitious . . . In a
daring literary performance, Syjuco weaves the invented with the factual . . . llustrado is being presented as a
tracing of 150 years of Philippine history, but it's considerably more than that . . . Spiced with surprises and
leavened with uproariously funny moments, it is punctuated with serious philosophical musings." Raymond
Bonner, The New York Times Book Review "A dazzling and virtuosic adventure in reading . . . The narrative is
organised with immense confidence and skill . . . The author's post-modernist bag of tricks also contains a
whip-crack narrative skill that's as reminiscent of Dickens as it is of Roberto Bolao . .. There's a capaciousness
that makes the book richly attractive to wander into . . . [This] novel . . . fizzes with the effervescence a large
book can have when its author is in total control of the material. This isn't a story; it's the unfolding of an entire
world, a mirror-land that seems familiar but is always ineffably strange . .. Syjuco is a writer already touched
by greatness ....
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